Chapter VII
INTELLIGENCE IN THE PRESCHOOL CHILD
INTELLIGENCE AND PERCEPTION
OUR preceding investigation indicated a structural difference be-
tween child and adult- The child's mental, emotional, and so-
cial expressions follow a pattern of his own so that we cannot meas-
ure or evaluate them from the standards of the adult. The child's
mental expression is more similar to the structure of an adult's
dream than to the structure of his thinking, since children's thought
is characterized by symbolization, condensation, transposition, and
omission of associative links. The child's emotional expression is not
necessarily directed toward an object, but frequently is a mere dis-
charge of energies. His social expression need not be manifest in
contacts with other human beings but, because of the child's animis*
tic stage, may appear in his relationship to animals or objects.
What then is the main criterion in evaluating the personality of
the preschool child? Or, let us ask first, what is the main criterion
in evaluating the personality of an adult?
The most important of all factors in an adult's personality is
considered to be intelligence. Some intelligence determines all our
achievements and activities in life and since man's whole education
is based upon it, the factor of intelligence has seemed a main prob-
lem in personality.
Some psychologists believe that intelligence is a product of mem-
ory. However, it is often found that imbeciles have an exceptional
capacity for memorizing numbers, names, and complicated prob-
lems, as, for instance, chess problems,
is another theory that intelligence is based upon an accu-
160